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A Courageous Soldier: 
Hundreds Mourn Veteran Who 
Warned Of ‘Burn Pit’ Hazards 

“Remembering Muller’s Battle To Win 
Recognition From The U.S. 

Government For Victims Of The Burn 
Pits” 

“Many Veterans Are Being Stonewalled 
And Their Benefits Claims Delayed, 
Often Until After They Have Died” 

 
[Thanks to SSG N (retôd) who sent this in.  She writes: ñChemical warfare knows no 
boundaries.ò] 
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26 Feb 2017 by Mark Brunswick, The Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 
 
National Guard veteran Amie Muller believed deployments to Iraq caused the cancer 
that killed her. 
 
She worked and lived next to burn pits that billowed toxic smoke night and day at an air 
base in northern Iraq.  
 
After returning to Minnesota, she began experiencing health problems usually not seen 
in a woman in her 30s. 
 
Muller died a week ago, nine months after being diagnosed with Stage III pancreatic 
cancer.  
 
On Feb 24, more than 800 of her friends and family gathered at a memorial service in 
Woodbury to remember the life of the 36-year-old mother of three. A pastor noted her 
loss was both painful and seemingly incomprehensible. 
 
"I wish there was a simple way to explain what has happened to Amie. Why Amie is 
gone," said Pastor Lisa Renlund. "Life truly isnôt that simple. It can get messy. It can feel 
complicated. It can seem unfair." 
 
But others also are remembering Muller’s battle to win recognition from the U.S. 
government for victims of the burn pits, which have the potential of becoming the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars’ equivalent of the Vietnam War’s Agent Orange.  
 
It took nearly three decades for the U.S. government to eventually link the defoliant used 
in Vietnam to cancer. 
 
Muller first told her story in the Star Tribune last year shortly after she was diagnosed. 
 
In an interview in August, she spoke about the frustrations of a life put on hold.  
 
Fatigued from chemotherapy and complications from medical procedures, she 
also talked about getting the word out about what she believed is the burn pits’ 
toxic legacy. 
 
"It’s kind of like what you’d imagine what hospice would feel like, where you are 
just waiting and waiting and you don’t have any energy," she said. "But I want to 
make sure other people are getting their voices heard, too." 
 
In 2005 and in 2007, Muller was deployed to Balad, Iraq, with the Minnesota Air National 
Guard, embedded with a military intelligence squadron.   
 
The burn pit near her living quarters there was one of the most notorious of the more 
than 230 that were constructed at military bases across Iraq and Afghanistan before 
their use was restricted in 2009. Items ranging from Styrofoam to metals and plastics to 
electrical equipment to human body parts were incinerated, the flames stoked with jet 
fuel. 
 



 
An airman tosses uniform items into a burn pit at Balad Air Base, Iraq, on March 10, 2008. (US 

Air Force photo/Julianne Showalter) 

 
Covering more than 10 acres, Baladôs burn pit operated at all hours and consumed an 
estimated 100 to 200 tons of waste a day.  
 
It was hastily constructed upwind from the base, and its plumes consistently 
drifted toward the 25,000 troops stationed there. 
 
Muller fatigued easily after returning home and began to wonder whether a host of 
ailments from migraines to fibromyalgia were connected to her military service at Balad. 
She was diagnosed with cancer last May. 
 
Julie Tomaska deployed with Muller in 2005 and 2007 and the two lived side by side. 
Shortly after coming home, Tomaska, too, suffered from chronic fatigue, headaches and 
digestive problems.  Her disability claim with the VA was approved with a diagnosis of 
"environmental exposures." 
 
The two became almost inseparable after Muller was diagnosed. Tomaska helped 
navigate the paperwork for Mullerôs disability claims and attended treatments with her at 
the Mayo Clinic, shooting selfies in the exam room. 
 
She was at her friendôs bedside when she died. Now, Tomaska and Mullerôs family hope 
to establish a foundation for military families affected by pancreatic cancer. 
 
"I promised her that I would make sure that everybody knew about this," she said. "Itôs 
hard to be so proud and happy about the military accomplishments you made when you 
feel like you died because of this, and because weôre having friends drop like flies. 
 
"When we came home we felt like we were lucky and it just doesnôt feel like that 
anymore." 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairsô position on burn pit exposure has not changed. It 
believes research has not established evidence of long-term health problems. 



 
But there has been movement. A registry for service members based on where they 
were stationed during deployments now includes more than 100,000 people. 
 
Earlier this month, U.S. Sens. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., and Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
introduced bipartisan legislation, the Helping Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits Act, that 
would create a center of excellence within the VA to better understand the health effects 
associated with burn pits and to treat veterans who become sick after exposure. 
 
Klobuchar said she is encouraged by work being done at the Minneapolis VA looking at 
links between exposure to toxic substances and the use of anti-inflammatories for 
treatment. 
 
"Whatôs important to me is that we keep doing this research and we donôt close our eyes 
and pretend that itôs just a coincidence that these veterans came home with these 
illnesses," she said. "Itôs a sad chapter, whether it was Agent Orange or Gulf War 
Syndrome, that people had to wait this long. We donôt want this to happen again with 
burn pits." 
 
Joseph Hickman, a veteran and author of "The Burn Pits: The Poisoning of Americaôs 
Soldiers," sees the legislation as progress but still worries that many veterans are being 
stonewalled and their benefits claims delayed, often until after they have died. 
 
"When we sent these veterans to war, we didnôt have any questions for them. We just 
sent them off and had total faith in them," Hickman said. "Now they are coming home 
and they are being questioned by the VA and the (Department of Defense) and a lot of 
them are being told they are not being honest about their illnesses. We had so much 
faith in them when they left, weôve got to have faith in them now and believe them." 
 
At Mullerôs memorial service last Friday, honor guards stood solemnly, their heads 
bowed, next to a portrait and an urn containing her remains. The Patriot Guard stood 
outside in a growing snowstorm as mourners entered for the services at Crossroads 
Church in Woodbury. 
 
Photos of Mullerôs life that included Caribbean family vacations and military deployments 
and training were projected on giant screens in the sanctuary. 
 
Retired Lt. Col. Audra Flanagan noted that Muller was trained as a military 
photojournalist. She created a program to honor fallen service members by providing a 
video and photographic record for family members. She covered services for those who 
were killed in action or took their own lives, documenting the dignified transfer of 
remains, military funerals and honor guards. 
 
She covered services for a Tuskegee airman and for a soldier killed in the Fort Hood 
mass shooting. As a graphic artist, she designed the stateôs Gold Star license plate for 
spouses and parents of military members killed in active service. 
 
"No one could have honored our fallen service members with the same heart and grace 
as Amie," Flanagan said. 
 
Muller will be buried Monday at Fort Snelling National Cemetery. 
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MILITARY NEWS 
 
 

Trump’s Hiring Freeze Puts 
Veterans Out Of Work: 
“No Benefits Positions Were 

Exempted, Meaning That Veterans 
Could Face Even Longer Waits To 

Receive Payments For Service-
Connected Disabilities Or To Find 



Out Whether They Are Eligible For 
Medical Care” 

“The Hiring Freeze Already Has Forced 
The Army To Shut Down Some Of Its 
Child-Care Programs Due To Staffing 

Shortages” 
 
MARCH 1, 2017 by J. DAVID COX SR., Prospect.org 
 
President Trump made a special point on the campaign trail of pledging his support for 
veterans, yet his government-wide hiring freeze delivers a double whammy to the 
nationôs military veterans.  
 
Not only do veterans now face staffing shortages at VA medical facilities and benefits 
offices, but their main source of employmentðthe federal governmentðis drying up. 
 
Jay Cadmus, a 30-year-old Air Force veteran, had been struggling for months to find a 
full-time job after completing a decade of active duty.  He was ready to start work on 
February 5 at a defense civilian agency in Salt Lake City when the word came down that 
his start date had been postponed indefinitely, due to the federal governmentôs hiring 
freeze. 
 
Robert Banks is in a similar predicament.  
 
A disabled Army veteran, Banks, 44, has worked numerous jobs in the federal 
government—most recently helping disabled veterans with prosthetics at the 
Grand Junction VA Medical Center in Colorado.  
 
Eager to move closer to his daughter, Banks accepted a position in January with 
the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, Rhode Island. Only after quitting 
his VA job and driving east did he learn that his new job was on hold due to the 
hiring freeze. 
 
Cadmus and Banks are not the only veterans losing out on job opportunities under 
Trump. Across the country, scores of veterans who have served the nation with honor 
and distinction are discovering just how much harder it is to get a job thanks to the 
federal hiring freeze that Trump ordered January 23 as one of his first official acts. 
 
Why is the federal hiring freeze causing such hardship for our military veterans?  Simply 
put, the federal government is the nationôs largest single employer of veterans.  Nearly 
one-third of all federal employees are veteransðabout 623,000. 
 
Federal agencies hired 71,000 veterans in fiscal 2015 alone, including 31,000 
disabled veterans.  



 
The government increased its hiring of veterans from 31 percent to 33 percent between 
fiscal years 2013 and 2014. Not coincidentally, 2014 was the first year since 2009, when 
President Obama established a program to increase veteransô employment, that the 
federal government hired more workers than it let go. 
 
Simply put, the number one engine getting veterans back to work in the United States is 
the federal government. When government jobs dry up, so do veteransô employment 
leading opportunities. 
 
Trumpôs hiring freeze couldnôt come at a worse time for veterans.  
 
The unemployment rate for veterans who have served since 9/11 hit 6.3 percent in 
January, up from 4.4 percent in September. (Thatôs compared with 4.8 percent 
unemployment in the population as a whole.)  
 
Around half a million veterans currently are unemployed, and more than a million 
are underemployed. 
 
While some companies have made it a priority to hire veterans, many veterans have a 
hard time adapting their military skills to the private sectorðwhich is why the federal 
government has become such a critical lifeline to so many. 
 
The Departments of Veterans Affairs and Defenseðtwo of the biggest recruiters of 
veteransðhave exempted a broad list of positions from the hiring freeze, but thatôs done 
little to ease the hardship facing service members who struggle to get work after leaving 
the active duty. 
 
There are currently about 45,000 vacancies across the VA. New VA Secretary Dr. David 
Shulkin has said he intends to exempt 37,000 of those positions from the hiring freeze, 
mostly to meet critical shortages of doctors and nurses.  
 
But no benefits positions were exempted, meaning that veterans could face even 
longer waits to receive payments for service-connected disabilities or to find out 
whether they are eligible for medical care. 
 
The prospect of a months-long hiring freeze has only added to the problems VA 
recruiters have in attracting qualified candidates to fill the agencyôs mountain of medical 
vacancies. Such recruiters are already burdened by a lengthy and cumbersome hiring 
process, and salaries that often lag behind whatôs offered in the private sector. 
 
The hiring freeze already has forced the Army to shut down some of its child-care 
programs due to staffing shortages.  
 
Those jobs, like many others at DoD bases and installations, frequently are filled by 
veterans or spouses of active-duty service members. 
 
The looming veteran employment crisis is drawing notice on Capitol Hill. A bill introduced 
this month by House Democrat Stephen Lynch, of Massachusetts, would exempt 
veterans from the federal hiring freeze and has drawn 23 cosponsors. 
 



Encouragingly, some outside the veterans community are also taking Trump to task for 
putting in place a hiring freeze that causes particular hardship to veterans.  
 
Late-night talk show host Seth Meyers recently weighed in on the hiring freeze, pointing 
out the hypocrisy of Trumpôs claim that he is the best advocate for veterans, even as he 
simultaneously takes away their main avenue of employment. 
 
“A lot of the people affected by this freeze are people who served this country, 
people for whom Trump promised to fight,” says Meyers. “And instead he’s 
making it harder for them to assimilate back to civilian life by, in some cases, 
taking away their ability to work.” 
 
As someone who represent federal workers, I couldnôt agree more. If Trump were 
serious about supporting our service members, not only those on active duty but those 
who have hung up their uniforms, he would revoke his hiring freeze today. 
 

 
 

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

 
 
“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed.  Oh had 
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of 
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. 
 
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. 
 



“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.” 
 
“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they 
oppose.” 

 
Frederick Douglass, 1852 
 
 

The development of civilization and of industry in general has ever shown itself so 
active in the destruction of forests, that everything done by it for their 
preservation, compared to its destructive effect, appears infinitesimal. 
-- Karl Marx; Capital: A Critique Of Political Economy; Volume II; The Process Of 
The Circulation Of Capital 

 
 

 
 

 

Syria: 
“The Underlying Tendency, The 

Basis Of It All, Is A Popular 
Revolution” 



“Saying This Has Become A Religious 
Conflict And There’s Nothing We Can Do 
About It Is A Facile Excuse To Abdicate 

All Responsibility For Solidarity With The 
Syrian People’s Struggle” 

 
By Ghayath Naisse, Winter 2017 International Socialism Journal [UK] Issue 153.  
Excerpt 
 
Syrian socialist Ghayath Naisse, a member of the Revolutionary Left Current, spoke to 
Simon Assaf about the brutalisation of Syria, the goals of those intervening and the 
prospects for socialists in the region.1 
 

*********************************************************************** 
 
SA: Letôs start with imperialism. What do those intervening in SyriaðRussia, the Saudis, 
the US and Turkeyðhope to achieve? 
 
Ghayath Naisse: Syria makes for a very particular case study in that virtually all the 
imperialist and regional powers are in action in the same territory. 
 
First, letôs talk about the intervention by Russia and its allies.  
 
Russian imperialism has an important geostrategic interest in the region.  
 
After Libya, Syria is now the last bastion where Russia has had a military presence for 
decades.  It has the naval base at Tartus, which has grown in recent years, and the air 
base at Hmeimim near Latakia.  So, on a geostrategic level, if it loses Syria, Russia has 
no presence and no conduit for diplomatic influence in the Mediterranean basin. 
 
That particular interest combines with a more general one. Since the ascent of Vladimir 
Putin, Russia has sought to recover its place among the great powersðto make the 
other imperialist powers recognise its place among them, by force if necessary.  
 
That shaped its actions in Ukraine and itôs also shaping what happens in Syria. 
 
To understand the other imperialist ñcampò, the United States and its allies, we must 
start from seeing that the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq in 2003 ended in failure and 
defeat.  
 
The departure of US forces in 2011 was a striking show of failure for US imperialism in 
the whole region and in Iraq in particular.  Whatôs happening now with ISIS has allowed 
the US to return to the region, not just to Iraq but to Syria too, at least within the limits of 
a ñlow cost interventionò.  
 



That means it doesnôt need to put its troops on the ground but has a major aerial 
presence. 
 
So, supposedly to confront ISIS, there has been a return of the US in Iraq.  
 
And in Syria, where the US previously had a minimal, largely diplomatic presence, it now 
intervenes directly.  It has special forces around the border and in the north, and an 
incontestable air supremacy.  
 
That is whatôs at stake for the USðits interest in returning to a region it had been forced 
out of. This is an important region for the US, where its allies such as Israel and the Gulf 
states were threatened by the uprising and revolutions that swept the region. 
 
The truth is that if this was a sectarian conflict we would have seen sectarian massacres 
without end.  
 
There have been some sectarian massacres, committed first by the regime and then by 
some Islamist groups. But they are sporadic and limited in scale.  
 
So far in the Syrian conflict there have been 600,000 deaths. The number killed in 
sectarian conflicts has been perhaps 1,100.  
 
We havenôt seen anyone slaughter a whole village of Alawites, slitting thousands of 
throats, we havenôt seen the blood flowing in the way that would imply. 
 
Weôve seen incidents. But in general it isnôt there, and the people arenôt spontaneously 
sectarian.  
 
In the region controlled by the regime are people who have been displaced from all over 
Syria. In Latakia alone they number a million and a halfðSunni and non-Sunni, living 
among Alawites at a time when Alawite soldiers are dying in their dozens.  
 
But have you heard of those Sunni being massacred?  No, because it hasnôt happened. 
In terms of the ordinary population, people havenôt turned into sectarian monsters just 
yet. 
 
Saying this has become a religious conflict and thereôs nothing we can do about it is a 
facile excuse to abdicate all responsibility for solidarity with the Syrian peopleôs struggle.  
 
No, there is a sectarian aspect to what is happening as there are other aspects, but the 
underlying tendency, the basis of it all, is a popular revolutionðone that has seen ups 
and downs, turning points, imperialist intervention and a scorched earth war by the 
regime, one that has seen a retreat for the popular movement, but not one that we can 
say is all over. 
 

 



“No System Of Class Division Can 
Allow The Mass Of The Population To 
Freely Determine Their Own Fate” 

“We Must Develop Our Own 
Revolutionary Organizing Centers, 

Where Striking Workers And Mutinying 
Soldiers Can Coordinate Their Defiance” 

 
March 2, 2017 by Daniel Taylor, Red Flag.  [Excerpt] 
 
There is a long and glorious counter-history of democracy: democracy of the oppressed, 
built in struggle against the system.  
 
It is a history that includes the mutinying soldiers of the First World War, who refused the 
orders to massacre their fellow workers; the workers of Hungary who struck against the 
Stalinist monolith in 1956 and shook it to its foundations; the students of Paris, who in 
1968 took over their universities and turned them into organizing centers of a radical 
social movement; and the people of Egypt, who in 2011 occupied their city streets and 
made them into a revolutionary festival, toppling a police state through collective 
courage and defiance. 
  
All these movements, and the thousands of others like them, emerged from the 
struggles of the working class to assert their rights and interests in a system based on 
their oppression.  
 
All of them were infinitely more democratic than everyday capitalist politics: they were 
ways for the people to collectively influence the course of history.  
 
All of them were illegal: no system of class division can allow the mass of the population 
to freely determine their own fate. 
  
And all of them ultimately met with repression.  
 
Our leaders love to celebrate democracy, until people begin to really to believe in it; then 
they meet it with truncheons, bullets and bombs.  The dictatorship in Egypt and the 
devastation in Syria bear witness to how the ruling class treats democratic outbursts. 
Permanent, authentic working-class democracy will require the destruction of the ruling 
classô capacity to respond with trickery and violence. 
  
Capitalists have their boardrooms, parliaments, courts and cops to coordinate their 
attacks on workers.  
 



For socialist democracy to flourish, we must develop our own revolutionary organizing 
centers, where striking workers and mutinying soldiers can coordinate their defiance, 
robbing our exploiters of the ability to wield economic and political force against us. 
  
The development of such institutions marks the transition from protest to revolution.  
 
To smash the fake democracy of capitalism and replace it with the democracy of the 
working class opens up the possibility of a world in which democracy encompasses all of 
society, in which the working class can collectively decide our fate, with no limitation or 
coercion.  This is the starting point of socialism. 
 

 

Red Ropes 
 
From: Dennis Serdel 
To: Military Resistance Newsletter 
Sent: March 20, 2014 
Subject: Red Ropes 
 
Written by Dennis Serdel, Vietnam 1967-68 (one tour) Light Infantry, Americal Div. 11th 
Brigade; United Auto Workers GM Retiree 
 

**************************************************************** 
 
         Red Ropes 
 
The room has a Stage 
in the old High School 
the people are sitting 
in the worn out seating 
& those who talk 
have only 5 minutes 
at the mike 
Then a Sarge screams out 
like a toxic jelly fish 
wrapped around orders 
for 3 teenage black girls 
who proudly march 
& then stop at attention 
in their clean camouflaged 
uniforms & boots 
& sly berets on heads & 
march around the stage 
& then they are gone 
like a female teenager 
in Vietnam 
who is bit by a venomous 
snake with no 
anti-venom medicine 



& because she is poor 
she dies 
The power line up before the 
High School Teacher’s Board 
First a Quaker like a poisonous 
spider blasts them 
for letting Junior ROTC 
& War into the School 
in the first place 
All War is wrong he says 
& you’re Brainwashing these 
young naive teenagers 
Then a fat Vietnam veteran 
slips up to the mike 
like a toxic ocean snail 
with 6 pieces 
of medium size red rope 
He tells the Board 
that Soldiers in Afghanistan 
tie ropes around their 
thighs as he takes 2 
red ropes & ties them 
around his faded bluejeans 
then he takes 2 ropes 
& ties them around his calves 
finally he says they tie 
2 ropes around each 
of their arms so when 
they step on a land mine 
they hope they won’t bleed out 
before medivac’s & surgery 
then the Veteran walks back 
to his seat with the 
6 red ropes around him 
Finally a young man steps up 
to the mike like a mega 
dragon lizard 11 feet long 
& he spits out his poison 
that the School has to pay 
for the uniforms boots 
& berets & part of Sarge’s wages 
provide him a room 
with office supplies 
with a computer 
you just haven’t received 
the bills yet 
Then a black women on the Board 
blurts out we thought 
the Army pays for all of that 
because we just had to 
buy a new frame for a school bus 



& bolt on the old body to it 
because we didn’t have 
the money to buy a new bus 
the lizard then crawls back 
to his seat knowing 
they are dead 
A week later at the School Board 
Office the Board says they can 
Not afford JR ROTC 
 
 
                   written by Dennis Serdel for Military Resistance 
 

 

“Nowhere Do ‘Politicians’ Form A 
More Separate And Powerful Section 

Of The Nation Than Precisely In 
North America” 

“We Find Here Two Great Gangs Of 
Political Speculators, Who Alternately 
Take Possession Of The State Power 
And Exploit It By The Most Corrupt 

Means And For The Most Corrupt Ends” 
 
Excerpts from Introduction to The Civil War In France, by Friedrich Engels, March 18, 
1891: 
 
From the very outset the Commune [the revolutionary government set up by 
French workers and soldiers in Paris, 1871] was compelled to recognize that the 
working class, once come to power, could not go on managing with the old state 
machine; that in order not to lose again its only just conquered supremacy this 
working class must, on the one hand, do away with all the old repressive 
machinery previously used against it itself and, on the other, safeguard itself 
against its own deputies and officials, by declaring them all, without exception, 
subject to recall at any moment. 
 
What had been the characteristic attribute of the former state? 
 
Society had created its own organs to look after its common interests, originally through 
simple division of labor. 
 



But these organs, at whose head was the state power, had in the course of time, in 
pursuance of their own special interests, transformed themselves from the servants of 
society into the masters of society. 
 
This can be seen, for example, not only in the hereditary monarchy, but equally so in the 
democratic republic. 
 
Nowhere do ñpoliticiansò form a more separate and powerful section of the nation than 
precisely in North America. 
 
There each of the two major parties which alternately succeed each other in power is 
itself in turn controlled by people who make a business of politics, who speculate on 
seats in the legislative assemblies of the Union as well as of the separate states, or who 
make a living by carrying on agitation for their party and on its victory are rewarded with 
positions. 
 
It is well known how the Americans have been trying for thirty years to shake off this 
yoke, which has become intolerable, and how in spite of it all they continue to sink ever 
deeper in this swamp of corruption. 
 
It is precisely in America that we see best how there takes place this process of the state 
power making itself independent in relation to society, whose mere instrument it was 
originally intended to be.  Here there exists no dynasty, no nobility, no standing army, 
beyond the few men keeping watch on the Indians, no bureaucracy with permanent 
posts or the right to pensions. 
 
And nevertheless we find here two great gangs of political speculators, who alternately 
take possession of the state power and exploit it by the most corrupt means and for the 
most corrupt ends ð and the nation is powerless against these two great cartels of 
politicians, who are ostensibly its servants, but in reality dominate and plunder it. 
 
Against this transformation of the state and the organs of the state from servants 
of society into masters of society — an inevitable transformation in all previous 
states — the Commune made use of two infallible means. 
 
In the first place, it filled all posts — administrative, judicial, and educational — by 
election on the basis of universal suffrage of all concerned, subject to the right of 
recall at any time by the same electors. 
 
And, in the second place, all officials, high or low, were paid only the wages 
received by other workers. 
 
In this way an effective barrier to place-hunting and careerism was set up, even 
apart from the binding mandates to delegates to representative bodies which were 
also added in profusion. 
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 



 

March 7, 1932 -- Bloody Work: 
Five Ford Workers Killed And Nineteen 

Wounded By Police And Company 
“Security” Armed With Pistols, Rifles 

And A Machine Gun 

 
 
Carl Bunin Peace History March 3-9 
 
The Ford Hunger March began on Detroit’s East Side and proceeded 10 miles 
seeking relief during the Great Depression. 
 
Facing hunger and evictions, workers had formed neighborhood Unemployed Councils. 
Along the route, the marchers were given good wishes from Detroit Mayor Frank Murphy 
as well as two motorcycle escorts, and thousands joined the marchers along the route. 
 
At the Detroit city limit, the marchers were met by Dearborn police and doused by fire 
hoses. 
 
Despite the cold weather, they continued to the Employment Office of the Ford River 
Rouge plant, from which there had been massive layoffs. 
 
Five workers were killed and nineteen wounded by police and company “security” 
armed with pistols, rifles and a machine gun. 
 
According to Dave Moore, one of the marchers, ñThat blood was black blood and white 
blood. 
 
One of the photos that was published in the Detroit Times, but never seen since, shows 
a black woman, Mattie Woodson, wiping the blood off the head of Joe DiBlasio, a white 



man who lay there dying . . . Itôs been 75 years, but when you drive down Miller Road 
today, your car tires will be moistened with the blood that those five shed.ò 
 
Grave markers with the words ñHis Life for the Unionò pay tribute to them in Woodmere 
Cemetery on Detroitôs West Side. 
 

 

March 7, 1965: Noble Anniversary: 
The First March From Selma: 

A Day That That Shook The World 

 
Alabama police attack Selma-to-Montgomery marchers 

 
Carl Bunin Peace History; Americaslibrary.gov [Excerpts] 
 
March 7, 1965 
 
When 525 people started a planned march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, on 
Sunday March 7, 1965, it was called a demonstration.  When state troopers met the 
demonstrators at the edge of the city by the Edmund Pettus Bridge, that day became 
known as ñBloody Sunday.ò 
 
In Selma, African Americans made up almost half the population, but only two percent 
were registered voters.  Discrimination and intimidation tactics aimed at blacks kept 
them from registering and voting.  The demonstrators marched to demand fairness in 
voter registration. 
 
The sheriff warned the people that they had two minutes to break up the march, but the 
deputies attacked sooner.  The demonstrators were tear-gassed, clubbed, spat on, 
whipped, trampled by horses, and jeered by others for demanding the right to register to 
vote. 
 



Television and newspapers carried pictures of the event that became known as ñBloody 
Sunday.ò 
 
The images sickened, outraged, and electrified people throughout the country. 
 
Within 48 hours, demonstrations in support of the marchers were held in 80 cities.  Many 
of the nationôs religious and lay leaders, including Martin Luther King, flew to Selma. 
After one more failed attempt, King led a peaceful march from Selma to Montgomery.  
Congress responded to these events by enacting the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 

 
 

 

March 8, 1965; 
Unhappy Murderous Imperial Stupidity 

Anniversary 

 
Carl Bunin Peace History 
 
About 3,500 U. S. Marines became the first American combat troops in Vietnam, landing 
near the coastal city of Da Nang.  The USS Henrico, Union, and Vancouver, carrying the 
9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade under Brig. Gen. Frederick J. Karch, took up stations 
4,000 yards off Red Beach Two, north of Da Nang. 
 

 



Two Magnificent Anniversaries 
In The Fight For Human 

Liberation: 
 

#1: 
March 8, 1908: 

New York City Women Strike For 
Higher Wages, A Shorter Workday 

And An End To Child Labor 

 
 
Carl Bunin Peace History; un.org [Excerpts 
 
March 8, 1908 
 
Thousands of workers in the New York needle trades (primarily women) 
demonstrated and began a strike for higher wages, a shorter workday and an end 
to child labor. 
 
This event became the basis for International Women’s Day celebrated all over the 
world since March 8, 1945. 
 

*************************************************************** 
 

#2: 
March 8, 1917 



With 2 Million Russian Soldiers 
Dead In The War, Women Ignore 
The “Political Leaders” And Lead 
A Revolution To Overthrow The 
Imperial Tyrant Czar Of Russia 

 
 
March 8, 1917 
 
With 2 million Russian soldiers dead in the war, Russian women again chose the 
last Sunday in February to strike for “bread and peace”. 
 
Political leaders opposed the timing of the strike, but the women went on anyway. 
 
The rest is history: 
 
Four days later the Czar was forced to abdicate and the provisional Government 
granted women the right to vote. 
 
That historic Sunday fell on 23 February on the Julian calendar then in use in Russia, 
but on 8 March on the Gregorian calendar in use elsewhere. 



 

 

March 8.1913 
International Women’s Day: 

“The First International Women’s Day 
Was Celebrated 102 Years Ago By 
Revolutionaries In Russia” 

“Let A Joyous Sense Of Serving The 
Common Class Cause And Of Fighting 
Simultaneously For Their Own Female 
Emancipation Inspire Women Workers 
To Join In The Celebration Of Women’s 

Day” 

 
A March 8, 1917 demonstration led by Alexandra Kollontai and other organizers. 

 
March.8.1913 by Alexandra Kollantai. Pravda, via Jacobin. 
 

The first International Womenôs Day was celebrated 102 years ago by revolutionaries in 
Russia. 



 

Alexandra Kollontai was a Russian revolutionary.  
 
The following article was published in Pravda one week before the first celebration of the 
ñDay of International Solidarity among the Female Proletariatò on March 8, 1913. 
 
In St Petersburg this day was marked by a call for a campaign against women workersô 
lack of economic and political rights and for the unity of the working class, led by the 
self-emancipation of women workers. 
 
This article was transcribed by Sally Ryan for marxists.org. 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 
What is ñWomenôs Dayò? Is it really necessary? 
 
Is it not a concession to the women of the bourgeois class, to the feminists and 
suffragettes? 
 
Is it not harmful to the unity of the workersô movement? 
 
Such questions can still be heard in Russia, though they are no longer heard abroad. 
Life itself has already supplied a clear and eloquent answer. 
 
ñWomenôs Dayò is a link in the long, solid chain of the womenôs proletarian movement.  
The organized army of working women grows with every year. 
 
Twenty years ago the trade unions contained only small groups of working women 
scattered here and there among the ranks of the workersô partyé Now English trade 
unions have over 292,000 women members; in Germany around 200,000 are in the 
trade union movement, and 150,000 in the workersô party; and in Austria there are 
47,000 in the trade unions and almost 20,000 in the party. 
 
Everywhere ð in Italy, Hungary, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Switzerland ð the 
women of the working class are organizing themselves. 
 
The womenôs socialist army has almost a million members. A powerful force! A force that 
the powers of this world must reckon with when it is a question of the cost of living, 
maternity insurance, child labor, and legislation to protect female labor. 
 
There was a time when working men thought that they alone must bear on their 
shoulders the brunt of the struggle against capital, that they alone must deal with the ñold 
worldò without the help of their womenfolk. 
 
However, as working-class women entered the ranks of those who sell their labor, forced 
onto the labor market by need, by the fact that husband or father is unemployed, working 
men became aware that to leave women behind in the ranks of the ñnon-class-
consciousò was to damage their cause and hold it back. 
 
The greater the number of conscious fighters, the greater the chances of success. 
 



What level of consciousness is possessed by a woman who sits by the stove, who has 
no rights in society, the state or the family?  She has no ñideasò of her own!  Everything 
is done as ordered by the father or husbandé 
 
The backwardness and lack of rights suffered by women, their subjection and 
indifference, are of no benefit to the working class, and indeed are directly harmful to it. 
 
But how is the woman worker to be drawn into the movement, how is she to be awoken? 
 
Social-Democracy abroad did not find the correct solution immediately.  
 
Workers’ organizations were open to women workers, but only a few entered. 
Why? 
 
Because the working class at first did not realize that the woman worker is the 
most legally and socially deprived member of that class, that she has been 
browbeaten, intimidated, persecuted down the centuries, and that in order to 
stimulate her mind and heart, a special approach is needed, words 
understandable to her as a woman. 
 
The workers did not immediately appreciate that in this world of lack of rights and 
exploitation, the woman is oppressed not only as a seller of her labor, but also as 
a mother, as a woman… 
 
However, when the workersô socialist party understood this, it boldly took up the defense 
of women on both counts as a hired worker and as a woman, a mother. 
 
Socialists in every country began to demand special protection for female labor, 
insurance for mother and child, political rights for women, and the defense of womenôs 
interests. 
 
The more clearly the workersô party perceived this second objective vis-à-vis women 
workers, the more willingly women joined the party, the more they appreciated that the 
party is their true champion, that the working class is struggling also for their urgent and 
exclusively female needs. 
 
Working women themselves, organized and conscious, have done a great deal to 
elucidate this objective. Now the main burden of the work to attract more working women 
into the socialist movement lies with the women. 
 
The parties in every country have their own special womenôs committees, secretariats, 
and bureaus. These womenôs committees conduct work among the still largely non-
politically conscious female population, arouse the consciousness of working women, 
and organize them. 
 
They also examine those questions and demands that affect women most closely: 
protection and provision for expectant and nursing mothers, the legislative regulation of 
female labor, the campaign against prostitution and infant mortality, the demand for 
political rights for women, the improvement of housing, the campaign against the rising 
cost of living, etc. 
 



Thus, as members of the party, women workers are fighting for the common class 
cause, while at the same time outlining and putting forward those needs and demands 
that most nearly affect themselves as women, housewives, and mothers. 
 
The party supports these demands and fights for themé The requirements of working 
women are part and parcel of the common workersô cause! 
 
On ñWomenôs Dayò the organized demonstrate against their lack of rights. 
 
But, some will say, why this singling out of women workers? Why special ñWomenôs 
Days,ò special leaflets for working women, meetings and conferences of working-class 
women? 
 
Is this not, in the final analysis, a concession to the feminists and bourgeois 
suffragettes? 
 
Only those who do not understand the radical difference between the movement of 
socialist women and bourgeois suffragettes can think this way. 
 
What is the aim of the feminists? 
 
Their aim is to achieve the same advantages, the same power, the same rights 
within capitalist society as those possessed now by their husbands, fathers, and 
brothers. 
 
What is the aim of the women workers?  Their aim is to abolish all privileges 
deriving from birth or wealth.  For the woman worker it is a matter of indifference 
who is the “master,” a man or a woman.  Together with the whole of her class, she 
can ease her position as a worker. 
 
Feminists demand equal rights always and everywhere. Women workers reply: we 
demand rights for every citizen, man and woman, but we are not prepared to forget that 
we are not only workers and citizens, but also mothers! And as mothers, as women who 
give birth to the future, we demand special concern for ourselves and our children, 
special protection from the state and society. 
 
The feminists are striving to acquire political rights. However, here too our paths 
separate. 
 
For bourgeois women, political rights are simply a means allowing them to make their 
way more conveniently and more securely in a world founded on the exploitation of the 
working people. 
 
For women workers, political rights are a step along the rocky and difficult path that 
leads to the desired kingdom of labor. 
 
The paths pursued by women workers and bourgeois suffragettes have long since 
separated. There is too great a difference between the objectives that life has put before 
them. 
 



There is too great a contradiction between the interests of the woman worker and 
the lady proprietress, between the servant and her mistress… There are not and 
cannot be any points of contact, conciliation, or convergence between them. 
Therefore working men should not fear separate Women’s Days, nor special 
conferences of women workers, nor their special press. 
 
Every special, distinct form of work among the women of the working class is simply a 
means of arousing the consciousness of the woman worker and drawing her into the 
ranks of those fighting for a better futureé Womenôs Days and the slow, meticulous 
work undertaken to arouse the self-consciousness of the woman worker are serving the 
cause not of the division but of the unification of the working class. 
 
Let a joyous sense of serving the common class cause and of fighting simultaneously for 
their own female emancipation inspire women workers to join in the celebration of 
Womenôs Day. 
 

 
 

CLASS WAR REPORTS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

OCCUPATION PALESTINE 
 
 



In 1936, The British Occupation 
Taught Zionists How To Treat 

Palestinians: 
“The Use Of Torture And Summary 

Execution Was Widespread, 
Collective Punishment Of Palestinian 
Towns And Villages Was Routine” 
“The RAF Bombed And Machine-Gunned 
Defenceless Palestinian Villages” 

 
By John Newsinger, Winter 2017 International Socialism Journal [UK] Issue 153.  
Excerpts 
 
On 25 November 1935, a Palestinian delegation, led by the Mufti of Jerusalem, met with 
the High Commissioner for Palestine, Arthur Wauchope, to demand self-government.  
 
On 26 February 1936, the Labour leader in the Lords, Lord Snell, proposed a motion 
opposing any measure of self-government for Palestine, a motion that was supported by 
every speaker except the government spokesman. The debate was a humiliating 
setback, constituting ñan expression of no confidence in the governmentò.  
 
On 16 March, Labour initiated a debate in the Commons where the attack was 
orchestrated by Josiah Wedgwood. He enlisted the support of a number of senior 
Conservatives, Winston Churchill, Leo Amery and Austen Chamberlain, and the 
government was once again comprehensively humiliated.  
 
The proposals for a Legislative Assembly were dropped. Wedgwood boasted of how he 
had ñslain the Palestine Constitutionò and had reduced the Colonial Secretary, J H 
Thomas, to ñtearsò. 
 
It was this Labour victory that provoked the Great Revoltðthe great Palestinian rebellion 
that began with the proclamation of a general strike on 20 April 1936ðonce again 
something that is generally written out of Labour Party history. 
 
The struggle continued into 1939 with at least 5,000 Palestinians killed.  
 
Eventually a large proportion of the British Armyôs fighting strength had to be deployed 
effectively to reconquer the country, a task that was carried out with considerable 
violence and great brutality.  
 



The use of torture and summary execution was widespread, collective punishment 
of Palestinian towns and villages was routine, with houses wrecked or demolished 
altogether leaving thousands homeless and destitute, and thousands of 
Palestinians were interned without trial in appalling conditions.  
 
The RAF bombed and machine-gunned defenceless Palestinian villages.  
 
As George Antonius put it at the time, British repression had turned Palestine 
“into a shambles”.  
 
And the Zionist settlers gave the British campaign their full support, providing 
strike-breakers and taking the opportunity to extend the Jewish labour only 
policy, volunteering as police and providing armed patrols, the Special Night 
Squads, that were themselves involved in torture and summary executions.  
 
The[y] actually launched a terrorist campaign against the Palestinians in 1938, 
exploding bombs in crowded markets without any warning and causing dozens of 
fatalities. 
 

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded 
by foreign terrorists, go to:  

http://www.palestinechronicle.com/  
The occupied nation is Palestine.  The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.” 
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