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OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION

BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

On Furlough, Soldier Says

“We’re Conquerors To Them.  It Wasn’t Supposed To Be Like That;”

“I Just Want To Come Home”


By Jeffrey Gettleman, New York Times, 15 October 2003

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla., Oct. 14 — Juan Castillo just came home from war.  Now he is going back.

For the last 14 days, Specialist Castillo, a 21-year-old artilleryman, has been trying to savor each kiss from his wife, each minute with the baby, each inch of his bed and each sip of Mountain Dew.

But it has not been easy. Happiness is endless happiness, and it is hard to really enjoy 15 days off from the occupation of Iraq when you know war is back there waiting for you and your vacation is basically a bittersweet countdown.

"My strategy," Specialist Castillo explained one night, "is don't sleep too much, because you can sleep all you want back there. Eat a lot — my mom's trying to get me to gain 10 pounds. And try not to think about the madness back there."

The Army's new furlough program is an experiment, and Specialist Castillo, who is deployed with the Third Armored Cavalry Regiment, based at Fort Carson, Colo., is one of its guinea pigs.  Begun in September, the program is meant to give a "sanity check" to soldiers whose tours of duty in Iraq have been extended to a year, by splitting 365 days into two manageable halves. 

More than 3,600 soldiers have come home so far. The reunions have been joyous, of course.  One Baltimore specialist got married. But some people, including some veterans, are warning that plucking soldiers out of combat zones to go back home for mere days, which has rarely been done before, is a bad idea.  They say such sudden re-entries into family life may cause more stress, not less.  The respite is too brief, they say, the disorientation too extreme. And the goodbyes bring twice the pain.

Some soldiers, stoically, have refused the chance to go home.

Specialist Castillo, one of those instinctively sunny types, was not about to miss this furlough. But even his mood could quickly darken when someone asked about the unfinished business only a duffel bag away. 

Day 1 

As the plane banked over Cincinnati on its way to Florida, Specialist Castillo crunched an ice cube in his teeth, scanned the twinkling lights below and proclaimed: "I can't wait to go to Wendy's. I mean, you can't go wrong with Wendy's."

Two full weeks lay in front of him like a red carpet. He had plans, big plans: a National Football League game, Universal Studios, a swig of tequila with his boys, quality time with the wife and kid, maybe even sky diving.  Why not? He had always wanted to go sky diving.

His family lives in DeLand, a town in central Florida between Daytona Beach and Orlando. As the doors whooshed open at the Orlando airport, a shout rang out: "There he is!"

And then: "Johnnnieee!" 

His mother, Yomara, was bouncing up and down with all the pent-up energy of a shaken bottle of Champagne. She burst toward her son and smothered him with hugs, kisses, squeezes and pinches.

"Mom, Mom, stop, stop," he said.

"I ain't stopping nothing."

Specialist Castillo turned to his wife, April, 19. Her expectant face glowed with fresh makeup. They kissed. His mother-in-law then handed him his newborn son.

Specialist Castillo's eyes blazed with tenderness and awe as he looked down at Juan Castillo Jr. for the first time.

"Hold his head up, John, hold his head up," April said.

"Oh my God," was all he could mutter.

Little Juan was three weeks old. Like his father, the family calls him John. The leave program gives preference to soldiers with young children, especially newborns.

That first night, Specialist Castillo paced his mother's spotless living room in his combat boots, eating toasted ham sandwiches, marveling at the running water, telling everybody how great it was in Cincinnati, where the plane stopped, to see the first rain he had seen in months.

His mother could not take her eyes off him.

"I was so worried about you," she said. "I gained a lot of weight, then I lost a lot of weight, and then I gained it back. I was a mess. I even thought of joining the Red Cross so I could go over to Iraq and see you."

Specialist Castillo barely slept that night.

Day 2 

The first stop the next morning was his old high school. 

"Man, you look good," said the school police officer, Greg Roberts, as the two hugged.

Specialist Castillo said, "Got you an Iraqi police patch."

The police officer was almost embarrassed by the thoughtfulness. He collects police patches and Specialist Castillo had remembered that.

"So, how you doing over there?" the deputy asked.

"It's madness," Specialist Castillo said. That is his favorite word to describe Iraq. "Madness." 

Specialist Castillo, who works the radio for his artillery battery at the Asad air base west of Baghdad, started telling stories about fainting from heat exhaustion and getting pelted with rocks and running patrols in dark desert towns where his unit invariably gets shot at. A few weeks ago, a sergeant in his squadron was torn apart by a road bomb.

"In the beginning I was into this; we all were," he said.  But now, he feels the war is a waste.

"We haven't found anything, no weapons of mass destruction, no Saddam, no nothing. And the people there hate us.  If we were rolling through a town and they were cheering, hell yeah, it would make us feel better.  But when they're not cooperating and throwing rocks and giving us evil looks, we don't want to be there.  We're conquerors to them. It wasn't supposed to be like that."
Sometimes, the biggest enemy is boredom. When Specialist Castillo finishes his shift on the radio, he seems to have acres of time to do nothing but think of home.

Now that he is home, he cannot stop thinking of going back.

"I can't stay long," he told the police officer. "Only got 14 days."

The police officer shook his head.

"Fourteen days ain't much, is it?"

Specialist Castillo then dropped in on his old guidance counselor, Teresa Snyder, whom he showed pictures of himself strolling through palaces and posing with bricks of confiscated Iraqi gold. In many photos, it looked as if Specialist Castillo were playing war rather than fighting it.

"What are you exactly doing over there?" Ms. Snyder said.

He replied: "Ever seen the show `Cops'? That's basically it: kicking in doors, searching things, looking for weapons and gold and stuff like that."

Her eyes studied his face.

"Is it getting better?" she asked.

"No," he said.

Day 4
Specialist Castillo was learning to be a dad. He changed his first diaper.

"Little John peed all over me," he said. "It was awesome."

April Castillo said her husband was adjusting well, considering.

"But he still needs a little help with the car seat," she said.

Day 6 

Specialist Castillo confessed that he did not want to go back to the dust and heat and the kids with dirty little hands always touching him, pleading, "water, water."

He said he was not a mean guy. But he has had to coarsen. He has had to kick kids away, he said.

"Over there, man, something happens; something inside me snaps."

Then he added, "If I didn't have a wife and baby, I might seriously not go back."

E. C. Hurley, executive director of the Marriage and Family Institute, which counsels many military families, said a few spouses had told him that they did not want their soldiers to come home, though nearly all the families he works with support the program.

Nichelle Jordan-Brown, a supply sergeant who arrived on the same flight as Specialist Castillo, said some soldiers in her unit had turned down the leave.

"They said it would be too hard to go back," Sergeant Jordan-Brown said.

As for herself, she planned a surprise and did not tell her children a word. When she went to pick up her 7-year-old daughter at school, the girl thought her mother was a mirage.

Day 9 

Specialist Castillo and his older brother Luis went to visit their father's grave.  The father, Miguel Castillo, an immigrant from Puerto Rico and a Marine sergeant, died of cancer at 41.  The brothers put fresh roses on his grave and brushed away dead leaves.

Time was beginning to wear down Specialist Castillo. At first, the 15-day furlough felt endless. Now it felt fleeting.

Day 10 

Specialist Castillo went sky diving.

Right before he jumped out of the plane, he looked into a video camera and mouthed "I love you."

Some of his friends joked that he was acting as if he had a terminal disease. Sometimes that is what it felt like. That night on the news, there was another report: Two more American soldiers had been ambushed and killed in Baghdad.

"Nobody's safe over there," Specialist Castillo said. When he first got to Iraq, he said, he wanted to win a Purple Heart. "Now, I'm like, `You take the mission, guy.' I just want to come home."

Day 12 

The techno music blasted, the blender whirled and the tequila flowed from glass to mouth.

It was send-off time, and Specialist Castillo's mother was giving a party.

"Everything's been great so far, Mom," Specialist Castillo told her as he cut through a crowd salsa dancing by the pool. "And it ain't over yet."

He flashed a smile. It slid right off his face.

Now, more than ever, Specialist Castillo looked like a man distracted. His eyes darted around the room; his shoulders were tight.

"I'm a little bit worried, because he's distant," said an uncle, Larry Quinones.

Joe Rosario, a friend of the Castillos and an Army veteran, said the leave program was a bad idea. "It's going to be really hard to reprogram this guy for combat," Mr. Rosario said. "And you know what's going to happen to his morale when he gets back? Straight down. Rock bottom."

As the night petered out and the guests hugged Specialist Castillo goodbye, the chain of emotions came to an end: anticipation, celebration, contemplation and now just dread.

"I hate it over there, I hate it," Specialist Castillo said.

But then he caught himself.

"I shouldn't be complaining," Specialist Castillo said. "The Army can't keep me there forever."

Do you have a friend or relative in the service?  Forward this E-MAIL along, or send us the address if you wish and we’ll send it regularly. Whether in Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing resistance to the war, at home and in Iraq, and information about other social protest movements here in the USA.  Send requests to address up top.  For copies on web site see:http://www.notinourname.net/gi-special/
BRING THEM HOME NOW!

ALL OUT OCT 25;

Vets And Military Families Lead The March

This Saturday's demonstration in Washington, DC may be an important step in reigniting a mass movement against the continued occupation and military conflict in Iraq.
 

A Veterans and Military Families contingent will be a lead group in the march and will assemble, beginning at 10 AM about 50 meters to the right of the stage which will be located on the West side of the Washington Monument. Closest street corners are 17 Street and Constitution Avenue

 

Our assembly point will be marked with two large banners, one with a Veterans For Peace logo and the other reading "Military Families & Veterans Say Bring Them Home Now", on tall poles for easier visibility.

 

The rally will be from 11 AM-2 PM and half the program will be run by UFPJ and the other half by ANSWER. 

During the ANSWER portion of the program Fernando Suarez, who's son was killed in Iraq, will represent military families and ex-Green Beret and Vietnam Vet Stan Goff will speak on behalf of the Bring Them Home Now campaign.

 

During the UFPJ program, there will be another Military Families Speak Out speaker and Michael McPhearson, an African-American Gulf War Vet from New Jersey Chapter 21 will represent Veterans For Peace

 

We have also argued for the inclusion of September 11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows who will now be having a speaker during the UFPJ program.

 

Also on Friday night from 9 PM-12 Midnight there will be a Veterans Peace Vigil adjacent to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial with hundreds expected to display Liberty Torches so if you can be in town Friday, please show up.

Dave Cline, President, Veterans For Peace

10/21/03

(For a beautiful poster “Bring The Troops Home Now” see the centerfold at www.socialistworker.org.)
CHECK OUT TRAVELING SOLDIER

Telling the truth - about the occupation, the cuts to veterans benefits, or the dangers of depleted uranium - is the first reason Traveling Soldier is necessary.  But we want to do more than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance - whether it's in the streets
of Baghdad, New York, or inside the armed forces.  Our goal is for Traveling Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class people inside the armed services together. We want this newsletter to be a weapon to help you organize resistance within the 
armed forces. If you like what you've read, we hope that you'll join with us in building a network of active duty organizers.   http://www.traveling-soldier.org/

IRAQ WAR REPORTS:

Roadside Bombs Kill Soldier;

Angry Demonstrators Force Release of Iraqi Prisoners


The Associated Press, Thursday 23 October 2003

BAGHDAD, Iraq - Roadside bombs killed an American soldier and two Iraqis in separate incidents Thursday north of Baghdad, and an American paratrooper was wounded in a fifth straight day of attacks in a Sunni Muslim city west of the capital.

Two other soldiers from the 4th Infantry Division, which has borne the brunt of recent attacks, were wounded in the bombing near Baqouba, 40 miles northeast of Baghdad, the U.S. command said.

The death brings to 105 the number of American soldiers killed by hostile fire since President Bush declared an end to major combat May 1.
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An Iraqi truck driver, center, tries to take cover as U.S. Army soldiers secure the area after assailants ambushed a U.S. Army foot patrol outside Fallujah Oct 20. One American soldier and two civilians where killed and five others wounded in the second day of attacks.  The patrol, from the 82nd Airborne Division, was first hit by an exploding homemade bomb, and then by small-arms fire, the military said. (AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed)
The two Iraqi guards were killed in a bombing near an oil pipeline 150 miles north of the capital, U.S. officials said.  Ten other members of the Iraqi Civil Defense Force were wounded by the blast.

Elsewhere, troops from the 101st Airborne Division killed two Iraqis and wounded a third after gunmen fired rocket-propelled grenades on a U.S. compound in the northern city of Mosul.

The violence, six months after a U.S.-led force toppled Saddam Hussein's regime, has raised concern about prospects for a quick revival of Iraq's economy, despite the country's vast petroleum reserves.

Lt. Col. George Krivo, the U.S. command spokesman, said attacks on coalition forces have averaged about 26 a day over the past two weeks.  About three-quarters of the attacks have occurred in an arc stretching from the west through Baghdad to the region north of the capital.

The American paratrooper, from the 82nd Airborne Division, was wounded Thursday by a roadside bomb in Fallujah, 40 miles west of Baghdad, U.S. officials said.

It was the fifth attack against American forces in Fallujah since Sunday, when insurgents set fire to a disabled ammunition truck there, causing no casualties but setting off thunderous explosions. One American was killed in an ambush in Fallujah the following day.

In nearby Khaldiyah, U.S. troops released three women who were detained Saturday.  Hundreds of people have been demonstrating daily to demand their release.

The women said they were arrested at 3 a.m. after the Americans kicked in the door of their home in an unsuccessful attempt to find one of their husbands. The women said they were treated well in detention.

U.S. officials said the explosion that killed the two Iraqi guards apparently did not damage the pipeline. The blast occurred south of Qayarrah, about 150 miles north of Baghdad, the officials said.

IRAQ RESISTANCE ROUNDUP
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An Iraqi resistance team takes position during a battle with U.S. forces in the streets of Karbala 

Shiites To Join Armed Resistance

By Aws al-Sharqy, IOL Correspondent

BAGHDAD, October 21 (IslamOnline.net) - It is high time for Shiites and Sunnis in Iraq to join hands in resisting the U.S.-led occupation of their country and drive out the invaders, a Shiite imam said Tuesday, October 21, echoing similar positions by Shiite figures.

The policy shift - as Shiites had previously opted for peaceful resistance of occupation - came after mounting confrontations between occupation forces and Shiite, particularly the latest clashes between U.S. soldiers and followers of Shiite leader Moqtada Sadr, which left several Shiites dead and injured.

"The injustices done to us during the era of (ousted Iraqi president) Saddam Hussein and the religious discrimination we suffered over 35 years of his iron-fisted rule were enough for Shiites not to resist the U.S. forces, who ridded them of him," Shiite imam Haidar Abbas al-Husseini told IslamOnline.net.

"Now that the real intentions of the occupation authorities have surfaced - notably after they have announced that they would stay in Iraq until 2006 and tend to exploit the country's sources - Shiites and Sunnis must act in unison to drive the occupiers out of the country and break the yoke of colonialism," he told IslamOnline.net.

Shiite scholar Sheikh Mohammad Ali al-Muzaffar said Shiites' position towards the U.S.-led occupation is not different "in essence" from that held by the Sunnis.

"Shiite authority Mohammad Baqir al-Hakim had called for showing self-restraint to put the intentions of the occupiers to the test and to figure out whether or not they came to liberate Iraq," Muzaffar said.

"But as days went by, we found out that the occupation authorities have put on the shelf the idea of liberation and replaced it with a permanent occupation; hence, we felt it incumbent on us to take action and stand up to their plans," he asserted.

Sheik Muzaffar warned the occupation authorities that Iraqis were running out of patience.

"Iraqis of every stripe would not stand the humiliation (of the U.S. occupation forces)…We tell the occupiers: 'You should pull out of Iraq, otherwise Sunni and Shiite fighters would wage a ferocious battle to liberate Iraq of your desecration,'" he threatened.

The Shiite scholar further said that the Shiites got furious at the U.S. insistence on disarming Shiite fighters, who played a pivotal role in guarding holy mausoleums and mosques after the failure of occupation forces to do so.

Mortada Ga'far al-Mousawi, a commander in Sadr's Al-Mahdi Army, said their fighters were assembled to guard Shiite authorities and holy places in An-Najaf and Karbala.

"But just like other occupiers in history, the U.S. forces proved Shiites into desecrating their holy places, insulting people, throwing scores into detention camps worse than the ones set up by the ousted president," Mousawi said.

"They further cracked down hard on Al-Mahdi army, unjustifiably killed a number of its members and desecrated An-Najaf and Karbala…That’s why we opted now for resisting them and expelling them from our land," he stressed.

Mousawi was further quick to deny that Shiites supported the occupation, citing that they spearheaded the resistance against the British occupation in the 1920s.

"We had made the ultimate sacrifices for our country," he added.

Anti-U.S. fervor has run high over the past few weeks among Shiites, who started losing faith in the U.S. promises of a democratic Iraq.

Addressing hundreds of Shiites earlier in the month, Sadr called on Shiites and Iraqis to demonstrate peacefully if they agreed to a shadow cabinet, which was rival to the U.S.-sanctioned Governing Council. 

TROOP NEWS

Roll Call

by Jimmy Breslin, Long Island (NY) Newsday, October 23, 2003

Herewith is the latest list of American soldiers killed in Iraq. The Pentagon stresses that they were killed in "Operation Iraqi Freedom." We are giving Iraqis the freedom to kill us. This list of 13 is for less than two weeks, ending Oct. 21. As I fail to find these names in other public prints, I run them here on the notion that if they have died for your country, the least we all should do is read them and perhaps even remember some of them.

The names today raise anger on two levels, because they died so young, and for so useless a reason. "Operation Iraqi Freedom" is another preposterous lie by the Bush government. Why not say the facts: "Iraqi Oil."

And we are left with these young dead, lost while in the wrong place, and whose names we might try to memorize:

Army Spc. James E. Powell, 26, B Company, lst Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood Texas. Home, Radliff, Ky. Killed on Oct. 12 in Baji, Iraq, when his military vehicle struck an enemy anti-tank mine.

Army Pfc. Stephen E. Wyatt, 19, C Battery, lst Battalion, 173rd Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Sill, Okla. Home, Kilgore, Texas.  Killed on Oct. 13 in Baladad, Iraq, when an improvised explosive device and small-arms fire struck his convoy.

Army Spc. Douglas J. Wheeler, 22, A Company, lst Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. Home, Concord, Mich. Killed on Oct. 13 in Tikrit, Iraq, when his unit came under attack from a rocket-propelled grenade while searching
for a possible improvised explosive device.

Army Spc. Douglas J. Weismantle, 28, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, lst Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne, Fort Bragg, N.C. Home, Pittsburgh. Killed in Baghdad on Oct. 13 when an Iraqi dump truck swerved and rolled over on top of his military vehicle.

Army Pvt. Benjamin L. Freeman, 19, K Troop, 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo. Drowned near Al Asad, Iraq, on Oct. 13. Home, Valdosta, Ga.

Army Pfc. Jose Casanova, 23, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, lst Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne, Fort Bragg, N.C. Home, El Monte, Calif. Died Oct. 13 in Baghdad when an Iraqi dump truck swerved and rolled over on top of his military vehicle.
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How Many More For Bushs’ War?

Army Lt. Col. Kim S. Orlando, 43, 716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) Fort Campbell, Ky. Home, Tennessee. Killed Oct. 16 in Karbala, Iraq, while attempting to negotiate with armed men who were congregating on a road near a mosque after the curfew and the Iraqis opened fire.

Army Cpl. Sean R. Grilley, 24, 716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne, Fort Campbell, Ky. Home, San Bernardino, Calif. Killed on Oct. 16 while attempting to negotiate with armed men who were on a road near a mosque after curfew and the Iraqis opened fire.

Army Staff Sgt. Joseph P. Bellevia, 28, 716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne, Fort Campbell, Ky. Home, Wakefield, Mass. Killed while attempting to negotiate with armed men who were on a road Oct. 16 near a mosque after curfew and the Iraqis opened
fire.

Army Spc. Michael L. Williams, 46, 105th Military Police Company, Army National Guard, New York. Killed Oct. 17 near Baghdad when his vehicle ran over an improvised explosive device. Home, Buffalo, N.Y.

Army Pfc. John Hart, 20, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 508th Infantry Battalion, 173rd Infantry Brigade, Camp Ederle, Italy. Home, Bedford, Mass. One of two soldiers who died in a guerilla attack Oct. 18 in a clash outside the northern city of Kirkuk.

One soldier from the Army's 377 Theater Support Group was killed Oct. 21 in a maintenance accident on Oct. 21 north of Baghdad. The accident occurred at Camp Anaconda in the town of Balad. (Name unavailable as yet.)

“Incompetent Dickwits”

By BRIAN CLOUGHLEY

In his book 'Don't Go Near the Water', William Brinkley described the hilarious adventures of a US Navy public relations unit in the Pacific towards the end of the Second World War. The unit was led (if one can use the word) by Lt-Commander Clinton T ('Marblehead') Nash, who "had been commissioned directly from his brokerage office without the corrupting influence of any intervening naval training". But Marblehead had his moments, as when he conjured up the idea of sending hometown newspapers lots of pieces about sailors in the enormous Pacific Fleet.

With fiery enthusiasm he planned that "We get up a story on [an]event, mimeograph it off, then simply fill in the man's name from the ship’s roster, like 'Blank Blank of Blank was aboard the USS Missouri recently when that ship's sixteen-inchers disabled Yokahama', and fire it back to the guy's home-town paper. Visualize it! The Missouri alone has 2700 men aboard, anytime she did anything, just anything at all, this would automatically mean 2700 stories in papers all over the States . . . millions of stories . . .From us to the thousands of tank town papers in the US . . . Thinking big! .. . It's Joe Blow of Kokomo people want to hear about!"

The problem is that there is a distinct dividing line between news and propaganda and it is fatal to truth to try to merge one with the other. 

But the line has been crossed -- leapt across, indeed -- by the mind-benders of US forces in Iraq. They are not content with having "Blank Blank of Blank” being home-town news because of something his unit had done. Far from it, because it seems they want to convince home-town folks all over America that US policy in Iraq is fine and dandy and - by implication, at least -that it’s only a bunch of sour-faced left wing liberal peacenik internationalists who say things are catastrophic. 

So the new Marbleheads had a great idea: that it would be splendid for it to be made known by Joe Blow of Kokomo that ”The quality of life and security for the citizens has been largely restored and we are a large part of why that has happened" in the area of Kirkuk occupied by the Second Battalion of the 503rd Airborne Infantry Regiment.

This sort of thing isn't quite what I wrote home from Cyprus, Borneo or Vietnam when I was on active service in these troubled places.

Reflecting on such letters as have survived I find the main themes were that Brigade HQ was staffed by a bunch of incompetent dickwits, the local authorities were corrupt, the food was lousy, our equipment was inferior to that possessed by a poorly-endowed boy scout troop, the enemy was fighting quite well, all generals and politicians (ours, not theirs) were certifiable cretins, and the local population (except in Borneo where we were welcomed by delightful people), thought we were a damn pest or worse. 

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

The greatest foreign policy mistake the U.S. has made over the last half-century has been its obliviousness to nationalism. Today as well, plenty of ordinary Iraqis would prefer to be misruled by Iraqis than ruled by Americans.

Nicholas D. Kristof, New York Times,  15 October 2003

The Domino Quagmire

Wayne M. O'Leary, October 19, 2003 by the Maine Sunday Telegram

It's all beginning to sound familiar. The Iraq adventure may have been a strategic mistake, our intelligence and tactical calculations may have been faulty, the cost in money and blood may have exceeded estimates, the expectations for success may have
been inflated, but we can't reverse course now.

"There will be no retreat," President Bush told the annual American Legion convention in late August, adding that America's only option is "total victory." He repeated the theme a week later, telling a Labor Day gathering the United States cannot and will not back down in Iraq, no matter what.

If those who were around in the 1960s think this sounds like Vietnam revisited, they're right - even down to the infamous domino theory.  The domino theory, for those not up on their recent history, held that if Vietnam went communist, other Asian countries would soon follow, one after the other, like a series of falling dominoes.  Either we stopped the Red hordes there, or they would soon be in Hawaii and, ultimately, be landing on the beaches of California.

George W. raised the specter of falling dominoes before his receptive audience of Legionnaires. Our military, said the president, was fighting "terrorism" in Iraq so Americans wouldn't have to face terrorists in New York, St. Louis or Los Angeles.

Delaware's Joe Biden, ranking Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and a strong supporter of the Mideast intervention, echoed the Bush rationale and even expanded on it. If we didn't succeed in Iraq, warned Biden, a regional catastrophe would take place: terrorism would rise, and friendly Arab governments would fall, domino-like, in sequential order.

In short, we may be hip-deep in the Big Muddy - the Big Sandy in this case - but there's no alternative except to slog on for another two, five, 10, 15 years, whatever it takes.

The reason why is not entirely clear.  Terrorism, the great fear, the catalyst that will presumably topple the dominoes, has already arisen in Iraq (where it didn't exist before) - not because of American failure, but because of American presence.  In a weird kind of self-fulfilling prophecy, our invasion and occupation created a magnet for terrorism, and now, we are told, we must remain to combat it as a supreme test of our national will and
perseverance.

A similar logic played out in Southeast Asia a generation ago, giving rise to the term "quagmire," which Webster's defines as "a difficult, precarious, or entrapping position." The Vietnam quagmire - I use the word advisedly - drained American manpower and resources for well over a decade. Iraq threatens to do the same; its rehabilitation and redemption, promoters regretfully inform us, may take at least that long, or longer. The dreaded "Q" word, linguistically mothballed lo these many years, appears poised to enjoy a splendid revival in the American lexicon. 

There are other apt comparisons between Vietnam then and Iraq now.

The Vietnamese conflict was not an indigenous civil war, previous secretaries of defense advised the nation throughout the 1960s, but a war of Marxist-Leninist aggression; our enemies were not nationalists or patriots, but simply communists.  The uprising in post-invasion Iraq, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld is similarly instructing the nation 40 years later, is not a guerrilla war against foreign occupation, but a war to re-establish Saddam Hussein's tyranny; our enemies are not nationalists or patriots, but simply Baathist dead-enders and Islamic terrorists. Surely, no other Iraqis would object to a kindly American military regime.

The great bugaboo of our parents' generation, communism, has thus been replaced by the great bugaboo of our own, terrorism. From here on, any government we dislike or mistrust will invariably be found to have terrorist connections and will be placed on the
preemption list. That, in a nutshell, is our future based on the Iraq precedent.

And, yet, the entire American political class and diplomatic establishment insist we must stay in Iraq and finish what George W. Bush started, even if it was premised on lies, self-delusions and grandiose dreams of omnipotence. To do otherwise would be to embarrass our leaders, cause the U.S. government to lose face and imply to the world that Washington lacks resolve. Excuse me, but this movie's been shown before. I believe I hear the 1960s calling.

This must be where I came in.

What do you think?  Comments from service men and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.  Send to the E-mail address up top.  Name, I.D., withheld on request.  Replies confidential.

OCCUPATION REPORT

Turkey Warns Israel Against Investment In Northern Iraq

Oct 22, 2003, © Copyright 2003 by palestine-info.co.uk

Occupied Jerusalem – The Zionist press reported yesterday that Turkey has recently warned "Israel" against interfering in northern Iraq after news said Tel Aviv was attempting to purchase an oil rich piece of land in Mosul area.

Turkish media had published information in recent weeks that "Israel" was trying to buy the land owned by Kurds in northern Iraq.

Turkish foreign ministry officials summoned a senior "Israeli" diplomat in Ankara to inquire about the media report and to declare the country's concern over such activity.

Hebrew daily 'Yediot Ahronot' said that Tel Aviv had explained to Ankara that it did not maintain any connections with Kurds in northern Iraq and that it did not have any information about "Israeli" companies' activities in that area.

The "Israeli" government said that if there were any such activity then private companies would be responsible for it, the paper said, adding that the private companies did not need an official endorsement for their foreign commercial transactions or dealings. 
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With any luck you'll be dead,

Unionized companies, especially those employing blue collar workers, may be allowed to reduce their reserve obligations to their pension plans.

Such was the aim, according to the New York Times, if a bill pending in the house.

The rationale is simple: Blue collar workers, generally speaking, die sooner than other people and so they take less out of the pension funds.

Company plans with these lower prospective liabilities can remain solvent with lower reserves. With any luck, workers will die even earlier and so keep the funds solvent with even less money.
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“Thanks for the GI Special.  I read it every day & pass articles along to my friends.  I hope this helps to keep it going.”

Thanks to you.  That covers mailing costs to four distributors for November, and every bit helps.  T.
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